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FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the
content to the syllabus.

It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending
all support to this endeavour. Finally | also extend my thanks to thank
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the
preparing the compilations.

We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback,
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students.
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed
at their Email ID.
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At a crossroads

The road to Sri Lanka’s economic recovery
will have to pass through political change

he widespread public unrest in Sri Lanka has ta-
Tken on the dimensions of a political revolution of
great import. It is apparent that it is driven by
popular anger and a collective will that straddles all eth-
nicities. For a country once seen as having irreconcila-
ble ethnic divisions, there is hope that the people will
recognise the real provenance of their travails — an
apathetic political leadership that wields great power
without much accountability — as they come together
on the streets to demand change and relief. The people
seem to be demanding a wholesale regime change, and
not tweaks. As the protests escalate, the administration
of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and the government
of his elder brother, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapak-
sa, seem to have lost public support and the confidence
of their political allies. The Opposition has rejected the
President’s call for a multi-party Cabinet, key allies such
as the Sri Lanka Freedom Party have walked out of the
ruling coalition, and the newly appointed Finance Mi-
nister did not deem it prudent to take charge. It is an
unusual stalemate on the political front, as it is clear
that nothing short of the resignation of the Rajapaksa
brothers will assuage public anger; but, at the same
time, it is unclear if anyone will be willing to take charge
amidst a seemingly insurmountable economic crisis. As
over 40 legislators have walked out of the ruling al-
liance, the present regime faces a loss of majority in
Parliament. The real question is whether the Opposi-
tion will be willing to form an alternative dispensation.
The urgency of the situation is beyond doubt. The
country needs an economic recovery plan to approach
international lenders and bring about macro-economic
stability. And a concerned and accountable regime
needs to be in place for this. Economists have suggested
that Sri Lanka may need a bridge loan while an external
debt restructuring plan is put in place, but much de-
pends on whether there is a credible leadership. Sri
Lanka is at a crossroads. Going one way may lead to a
debt trap, sovereign default and possible bankruptcy.
On the other hand, the present unrest provides an ex-
traordinary opportunity to change its political and ad-
ministrative paradigm. Bloated government, excessive
security expenditure, the profligate ways of those in
power, lack of attention to domestic production and
centralisation of decision-making have all contributed
to the mess. Much of this needs to change. No more
should majoritarian mobilisation be allowed to cover
up political and economic failures. An inclusive outlook
has to be fostered. The people will have to realise that
voting on emotional issues related to race and religion
only helps the ruling class and seldom benefits them.
Only such a momentous change on the political and so-
cial level will lead to their economic emancipation.
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Bill in Lok Sabha to
ban WMD funding

Provision to freeze financial assets

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S. Jaishankar on Tues-
day introduced a Bill in the
Lok Sabha that seeks to ban
funding of weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) and em-
powers the Centre to freeze
and seize financial assets of
people involved in such
activities.

Amid sloganeering by Op-
position members over re-
peated fuel price hikes, Mr.
Jaishankar introduced the
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion and their Delivery Sys-
tems (Prohibition of Unlaw-
ful Activities) Amendment
Bill, which also fulfils India’s
international  obligations
pertaining to weapons of
mass destruction.

Earlier law
The earlier law of 2005 re-
garding WMDs and their De-
livery Systems (Prohibition
of Unlawful Activities) only
banned their manufacture.

The Minister said that the
United Nations Security
Council’s targeted financial
sanctions and the recom-
mendations of the Financial
Action Task Force have man-
dated against financing of
the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction and
their delivery systems.

The Bill seeks to insert a

S. Jaishankar

new Section 12A in the exist-
ing law which states that “no
person shall finance any ac-
tivity which is prohibited un-
der this Act, or under the
United Nations (Security
Council) Act, 1947 or any
other relevant Act for the
time being in force, or by an
order issued under any such
Act, in relation to weapons
of mass destruction and
their delivery systems”.

The Bill would give the go-
vernment powers to “freeze,
seize or attach funds or oth-
er financial assets or eco-
nomic resources owned or
controlled, wholly or jointly,
directly or indirectly, by
such person; or held by or
on behalf of, or at the direc-
tion of, such person; or de-
rived or generated from the
funds or other assets owned
or controlled, directly or in-
directly, by such person”.
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Gotabaya govt. loses
majority in Parliament

Over 40 MPs of Sri Lanka’s ruling alliance sit separately

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa lost his par-
liamentary majority on
Tuesday, as a group of law-
makers from the ruling par-
ty and its allies sat indepen-
dently in the House,
deserting the government
that faces enormous public
criticism for “mishandling”
the country’s economic cri-
sis. In another inflexion
point in the crisis, newly ap-
pointed Finance Minister Ali
Sabry resigned from the Ca-
binet barely 24 hours after
taking charge.

Over 40 MPs, including
from key ally, the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP), quit
the ruling Sri Lanka Poduja-
na Peramuna (SLPP or Peo-
ple’s Front)-led alliance, and
the government lost its ma-
jority in the 225-member le-
gislature. Their defection
signalled the collapse of the
government‘'s  popularity
that, in 2020, fetched it a for-
midable two-thirds majority.
However, there is no vote of
confidence scheduled yet to
test the strength of the go-
vernment or Opposition.

In his address to Parlia-
ment on Tuesday, Leader of
the Opposition Sajith Prema-
dasa blamed the govern-
ment for the current crisis,
and said it was time for the
country to abolish Executive
Presidency that allows the

Dissent at doorstep: People protesting in front of Sri Lanka

PM Mahinda Rajapaksa's house in Colombo on Tuesday. =arp

President sweeping powers
to take unilateral decisions.
Opposition legislator and
Jaffna MP M.A. Sumanthiran
too intervened, challenging
the government to put its re-
cently imposed Emergency
regulations to vote in the
House, as is mandated in the
Constitution.

Revokes Emergency
However, Mr. Gotabaya re-
voked the Emergency late
on Tuesday, ahead of a pos-
sible vote on it.

Parliament will convene
on Wednesday to debate the
country’s economic Crisis
that has resulted in severe
shortage of essentials for ci-
tizens and skyrocketing pric-
es. It has also led to a sponta-
neous eruption of street
protests, with citizens de-

manding that the President
step down.

Mr. Gotabaya’s attempt to
appoint a “new” Cabinet af-
ter the mass resignations on
Sunday appeared to have
backfired, with Mr. Sabry re-
signing barely 24 hours after
his appointment. The Secre-
tary to the Treasury and Fi-
nance Ministry also quit on
Tuesday, resulting in two
key positions falling vacant
amid the economic crisis.

Meanwhile, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund from
which Sri Lanka has sought
support, on Tuesday said it
is monitoring the develop-
ments “very closely” amid
the growing public unrest,
Reuters reported.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
EDITORIAL » PAGE 6
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Gotabaya govt. loses
majority in Parliament

“IMF staff is looking forward
to program discussions with
the authorities, including
during the visit of the newly
appointed Finance Minister
to Washington later this
month,” IMF’s Sri Lanka
mission chief was quoted as
saying.

However, with Mr. Sa-
bry’s resignation, Sri Lanka
does not have a Finance Mi-
nister as of Tuesday.

On Tuesday, citizens and
professionals including
health workers, lawyers,
continued agitating at diffe-
rent locations, including
outside Prime Minister Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa’s private
resident, asking the Raja-
paksas to resign immediate-
ly. As protests swell in diffe-
rent parts of the country,
despite the police attempt-
ing to disperse crowds with
water cannons and tear gas

in some areas, the Ministry
of Defence urged citizens
not to resort to violence.

“I further emphasize that
the security forces will act
to maintain peace and also
will not hesitate to enforce
law against those involving
in violence," said General
GDH Kamal Gunaratne
(Retd), Secretary, Ministry
of Defence in a statement.

The UN on Tuesday ex-
pressed concern over “ex-
cessive and unwarranted
police violence” against
protesters. Recalling the re-
port of the UN Human
Rights Chief, a spokesman
said in a statement: "the
drift towards militarisation
and the weakening of insti-
tutional checks and balanc-
es in Sri Lanka have affected
the State’s ability to effec-
tively tackle the economic
crisis."




In the middle

On the Ukraine war India must fulfil its
responsibilities as a non-aligned democracy

orty days into the war in Ukraine, India’s role ap-
Fpears to be more relevant than other countries

may have expected, evident from the stream of
dignitaries from overseas over the past two weeks. Most
were from countries that are a part of the U.S. and EU-
led sanctions regime against Russia. Their messages
were three-pronged: asking India to change its vote at
the UN, where it has abstained from all resolutions crit-
ical of Russia’s invasion; to request that India not “accel-
erate” its purchases of Russian oil being offered at dis-
count; and to discourage India from using the
rupee-rouble national currency-based payment me-
chanisms that could subvert “backfilling sanctions”.
The messages got sharper and more public as it became
clear that New Delhi would also host Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, and officials from the West
hoped to turn India’s position to their side. However,
the red carpet welcome he received, including a cordial
meeting with the Prime Minister, appeared to make it
clear that New Delhi is not amenable to the pressure.
The External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar, and the Fi-
nance Minister also reinforced the position of the In-
dian “national interest”, given that European countries
have yet to curtail oil intakes from Russia. It is likely that
the U.S. will make another attempt to veer the Govern-
ment off its chosen course when Mr. Jaishankar and De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh visit Washington for the
“2+2” meetings, where a possible waiver of CAATSA
sanctions against India for the purchase of the Russian
S-400 systems will also be discussed. The U.S. is also
keen to squeeze Russia on the multilateral stage, with
proposals to exclude it from the G-20 summit this year,
and suspend it from the Human Rights Council.

While the Government cannot be faulted for its refu-
sal to bow to external pressure, it must consider the im-
portance of remaining flexible on what its stand both at
the UN and in bilateral conversations is going to be, gi-
ven the ground situation in Ukraine. Reports of gross
human rights violations blamed on the Russian army
could change the complexion of the war, and India’s
call for an independent enquiry into the allegations is
an important intervention. In addition, the U.S. and the
EU are likely to tighten economic sanctions, as the cur-
rent restrictions have not made Russia reconsider its
course. With Russia unlikely to relinquish areas of East-
ern Ukraine, and its western rivals not likely to let up
their counter-measures, New Delhi must realise that its
value to the two sides will last while it remains uncom-
mitted to either side. This will require having a keen eye
on rapid developments in the theatre of war, an ear on
what partners on both sides plan next, and the ability to
keep its mind open on where India’s responsibilities, as
a global democracy, and a truly non-aligned power, lie.
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Let dam committee continue for a year’

Centre presents
before SC interim
Mullaperiyar plan

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Tuesday sug-
gested to the Supreme Court
to let the Mullaperiyar dam
supervisory committee con-
tinue for a year, by which
time the National Dam Safe-
ty Authority under the new
Dam Safety Act will become
fully functional.

“During the period of one
year, when the National Dam
Safety Authority becomes
fully functional, the Supervi-

(’ Once the National
Dam Safety
Authority is fully

functional, the functions §

of the supervisory
committee will be taken
over by the authority
and the committee

can be dissolved

UNION GOVT. IN SUPREME COURT

sory Committee on Mullape-
riyar Dam may continue its
functioning as per the exist-
ing mandate in regulating
the operations of the dam,” a
note submitted by the
Centre, represented by Addi-
tional Solicitor General Aish-

warya Bhati, said.

The Centre suggested that
the Chief Secretaries of Ta-
mil Nadu and Kerala be
made accountable in order
to ensure that the decisions
of the supervisory commit-
tee on the maintenance and

safety of the dam are duly
complied with by the two
States. “To address the tech-
nical concerns of both the
States, their Chief Secretar-
ies may be requested to
nominate technical experts
to attend the meetings con-
ducted by the supervisory
committee,” the Centre re-
commended.

Once the National Dam
Safety Authority is fully
functional, the functions of
the supervisory committee
would be taken over by the
authority and the committee
could be dissolved.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
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Let dam panel continue
for a year: Centre

A Bench led by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar gave Kerala and
Tamil Nadu time till Thurs-
day to study the proposal
made by the Centre and res-
pond to it.

The Dam Safety Act of
2021 has come as a panacea
to end the prolonged and
bitter legal battle over Mul-
laperiyar dam between Ta-
mil Nadu and Kerala. The
2021 Act comprehensively
provides for surveillance,
inspection, operation and
maintenance to prevent dis-
asters caused by dams.

Moreover, the central sta-
tute, which came into force
in December last year, man-
dates the setting up of two

specialised bodies, National
Committee on Dam Safety
and the National Dam Safety
Authority, to evolve poli-
cies, recommend regula-
tions for dam safety stan-
dards and resolve disputes
between States.

Kerala and Tamil Nadu
have been trading allega-
tions against each other ov-
er the safety of the Mullape-
riyar dam. While Kerala
claims the 126-year-old dam
is unsafe a threat to thou-
sands of people living down-
stream, Tamil Nadu, argues
that the dam is so strong
that the height of water level
could even be increased to
152 feet.




EXPLAINER

The Indian Antarctic Bill and its various provisions

What are the objectives of the draft? What has India achieved with respect to Antarctic research and exploration?

JACOB KOSHY

The story so far: The Union
government on Friday introduced the
Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022, that aims to
lay down a set of rules to regulate a range
of activities on territories in Antarctica
where India has set up research stations.

What does the Antarctic Bill
envisage?

Introduced by Union Science Minister,
Jitendra Singh in the Lok Sabha, the Bill
envisages regulating visits and activities
to Antarctica as well as potential disputes
that may arise among those present on
the continent. It also prescribes penal
provisions for certain serious violations.
1f the Bill were to become law, private
tours and expeditions to Antarctica
would be prohibited without a permit or
the written authorisation by a member
country. A member country is one of the
54 signatories of the Antarctic Treaty
signed in 1959 — India joined the Treaty
System in 1983.

The Bill also lays out a structure for
government officials to inspect a vessel
and conduct checks of research facilities.
The draft also directs the creation of a
fund called the Antarctic fund that will be
used for protecting the Antarctic
environment. The Bill extends the
jurisdiction of Indian courts to Antarctica
and lays out penal provision for crimes
on the continent by Indian citizens,
foreign citizens who are a part of Indian

expeditions, or are in the precincts of
Indian research stations.

Following its first expedition to
Antarctica in 1982, India has now
established two standing research

stations, Bharati and Maitri, at Antarctica.

Both these places are permanently
manned by researchers. The Bill also
establishes a ‘Committee on Antarctic
Governance and Environmental
Protection.’ The Bill prohibits mining,
dredging and activities that threaten the
pristine conditions of the continent. It
bans any person, vessel or aircraft from
disposing waste in Antarctica and bars
the testing of nuclear devices.

‘Why was this Bill necessary?

Mr. Singh remarked in Parliament that
India had been a signatory to the
Antarctic Treaty since 1983, which
obliged it to specify a set of laws
governing portions of the continent
where it had its research bases.
“Antarctica is a no man’s land...It isn’t
that India is making a law for a territory
that doesn’t belong to it....the question is
in the territory involving India’s research
stations, if some unlawful activity
happens, how to check it? The Treaty
made it mandatory for the 54 signatory
countries to specify laws governing
territories on which their stations are
located. China has five, Russia has five,
we have two,” said Mr. Singh. India is also
signatory to treaties such as the
Convention on the Conservation of
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The Bharati Research station being established in Antarcticain 2012. «THe HiNDU

Antarctic Marine Living Resources and
the the Protocol on the Environmental
Protection to the Antarctic Treaty — both
of which enjoin India to help preserve the
pristine nature of the continent.

“There is growing concern over
preserving the pristine Antarctic
environment and ocean around
Antarctica from exploitation of marine
living resources and human presence in
Antarctica... India organises regular
Antarctic expeditions and many persons
from India visit Antarctica every year as
tourists. In the future, the private ship
and aviation industry will also start

operations and promote tourism and
fishing in Antarctica, which needs to be
regulated. The continuing and growing
presence of Indian scientists in Antarctica
warrants a domestic legislation on
Antarctica consistent with its obligations
as a member of the Antarctic Treaty. This
is also in sync with the emergence of
India as a global leader on important
international fronts,” the text of the Bill
notes.

What is the history of the Antarctic
Treaty?
The Antarctic Treaty came into force on

June 23, 1961 after ratification by the 12
countries then active in Antarctic
science.

The Treaty covers the area south of
60°S latitude. Its key objectives are to
demilitarise Antarctica, to establish it as a
zone free of nuclear tests and the
disposal of radioactive waste, and to
ensure that it is used for peaceful
purposes only; to promote international
scientific cooperation in Antarctica and
to set aside disputes over territorial
sovereignty.

Of the 54 signatory countries, 29 have
‘consultative’ status that give them voting
rights. The Treaty parties meet each year
at the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting. They have adopted over 300
recommendations and negotiated
separate international agreements.
These, together with the original Treaty,
provide the rules which govern activities
in the Antarctic. Collectively they are
known as the Antarctic Treaty System
(ATS).

What research does India conduct at
Antarctica?

India has organised 37 expeditions to
Antarctica. The major thrust areas of the
Indian Antarctic Programme are climate
processes and links to climate change,
environmental processes and
conservation and polar technology. The
operational expenditure of the Antarctic
expedition is ¥90-110 crore annually
depending on the projects and services.
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B The Indian Antarctic Bill,
2022 introduced in the Lok
Sabha envisages regulating
visits and activities to the
Antarctic. It also prescribes
penal provisions for certain
serious violations.
I

W |ndia is a signatory to the
Antarctic Treaty which came
into force on June 23, 1961.
Of the 54 signatory
countries, 29 have
‘consultative’ status that
give them voting rights. The
Treaty parties meet each
year at the Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meeting.
I

W India has now established
two standing research
stations in Antarctica,
Bharati and Maitri. The
major thrust areas of the
Indian Antarctic Programme
are climate processes and
links to climate change,
environmental processes
and conservation and polar
technology.
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Rajya Sabha passes Bill on Delhi municipal corporations

It will ensure a robust set-up, says government; this is a Kejriwal-phobia Bill, says AAP MP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
passed the Delhi Municipal
Corporation (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, which is aimed at
unifying the three municipal
corporations in the city to
ensure a “robust set-up for
synergised and strategic

planning and optimal utilisa-
tion of resources”.

The Lok Sabha passed the
Bill, which seeks to amend
the Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion Act 0of 1957, on March 30.
Introducing the Bill in the
Rajya Sabha, Home Minister
Amit Shah said it will unify
the North, South and East

municipal corporations, and
accused the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi of meting out
“stepmotherly” treatment to
the three civic bodies for pol-
itical reasons.

The Home Minister also
said the trifurcation of the
erstwhile Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi was done in a

hurry in 2012 which led to an
imbalance.“I searched the
reason for which the munici-
pal body was divided but no
reason was available in any
file,” he said, adding that the
objective was probably
known only to the people
who had brought it.

AAP Rajya Sabha MP San-

jay Singh questioned the tim-
ing of the introduction of the
Bill. “Why did the Modi go-
vernment wait till now to un-
ify the MCDs? This is a Kejri-
wal-phobia Bill. The Centre
stopped the Election Com-
mission from announcing
the dates for the civic body
polls for Delhi,” he said.
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SC to soon take up case
against poll bonds scheme

The matter has been pending for a year without a hearing

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India N.V. Ra-
mana on Tuesday told advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan that
the court had wanted to take
up a long-pending challenge
against the government’s
electoral bonds scheme, but
the COVID-19 pandemic
played spoilsport in the
matter.

Mr. Bhushan, who repre-
sents the petitioner Associa-
tion for Democratic Re-
forms, informed the CJI that
the case had been pending
for a year without a hearing.

Unlimited donations

The electoral bonds scheme
and amendments in the Fi-
nance Act of 2017 allows for
“unlimited donations from
individuals and foreign com-
panies to political parties
without any record of the
sources of funding”.

The exchange between
the Chief Justice of India and
the lawyer happened when
the latter made an oral men-
tioning for early listing of the
case for hearing.

“Let us see, we will take
up the matter,” the Chief Jus-
tice said. Mr. Bhushan had si-
milarly sought an urgent
hearing last October.

‘Transparency in funds’
The government has, howev-
er, justified the scheme, say-
ing it will promote transpa-
rency in funding and
donation received by politi-
cal parties. It had defended
the scheme as a measure to
eradicate black money in
political funding.

“They [bonds] can be en-
cashed by an eligible politi-
cal party only through their

bank accounts with the auth-
orised bank. The bonds do
not have the name of the do-
nor or the receiving political
party, and only carry a un-
ique hidden alphanumeric
serial number as an in-built
security feature,” the go-
vernment’s 21-page affidavit
had said.

The government had de-
scribed the scheme as an
“electoral reform” in a coun-
try moving towards a “cash-
less-digital economy”.

‘Anonymity legalised’
However, the Election Com-
mission of India filed an affi-
davit in 2019, saying the go-
vernment’s scheme for
political funding has legal-
ised anonymity.

Electoral bonds protect
the identity of political do-
nors and parties receiving
the contributions.

Donors who contribute
less than 320,000 to politi-
cal parties through purchase
of electoral bonds need not
provide their identity de-
tails, such as Permanent Ac-
count Number (PAN).
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The CUET mandate warrants cautious implementation

The UGC ought to have taken universities into confidence and given due consideration to their concerns

=
=

FURQAN QAMAR

entral universities may have
C been caught unawares when

the University Grants Com-
mission, or UGC (which looks into
the ‘coordination, determination
and maintenance of standards of
university education in India’),
made it mandatory from this year
for them to admit students in their
undergraduate programmes sole-
ly on the basis and merit of scores
in the Central University Entrance
Test (CUET). They have little time
to lose if they want to salvage their
academic session. The National
Testing Agency (NTA) of the Minis-
try of Higher Education, which has
the responsibility of conducting
the entrance tests for all the Cen-
tral universities for the academic
session 2022-23, has announced
the details of the test. Registration
began from April 2 and the appli-
cation window will end on April
30. The test is tentatively sche-
duled for mid-July.

Few central universities appear
ready to guide prospective stu-
dents about certain essential de-
tails that they need while register-
ing for the test. Students must
know which language to choose.
Since they can appear in a maxi-
mum of six out of the 27 domain
knowledge subjects, they must
know which are the ones which
would be required by a university
for admission to different courses.
Universities with much larger

numbers of undergraduate pro-
grammes need to take a cautious
and careful call in this regard.

Cutting no ice

Central universities, apparently,
have no option but to follow the
mandate. A few that mustered the
courage to seek an exemption
have been denied this. The idea of
academic autonomy and the argu-
ment that formalisation, uniformi-
ty, and standardisation often pull
down quality to the lowest com-
mon denominator are unlikely to
impress. The odds are stacked
against them.

The institutions of national im-
portance (INIs), i.e., the Indian In-
stitutes of Technology, the Indian
Institutes of Information Technol-
ogy, the National Institutes of
Technology, and the Indian Insti-
tutes of Management, already ad-
mit students on the basis of a sin-
gle common entrance
examination, either exclusively or
in combination of past academic
records. The Indian Institutes of
Science Education and Research
(autonomous institutions under
the Ministry of Education) are
probably the only exception to fol-
low a holistic approach. Since a
significant proportion of INIs are
ranked higher in national and
world rankings than the central
universities, none is likely to heed
their cry that the CUET would low-
er their standards and quality.

Despite reservations by a few
States, particularly Tamil Nadu,
and also many self-financed priv-
ate and minority medical colleges,
the National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (undergraduate), or
NEET, has become obligatory for
admission into medical pro-
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grammes in all kinds and types of
institutions across the country.
Further, 12 central universities
have been admitting students on
the basis of a single common en-
trance test. Eight deemed univer-
sities have already consented to
follow CUET scores and chances
are that the remaining ones would
also fall in line, as they are directly
regulated by the UGC.

The arguments that entrance
tests undermine the importance
of board examinations and dis-
tract students from their studies in
schools were given a goodbye a
long time ago by the central un-
iversities themselves. Most admit
students on the basis of their own
entrance tests, often programme
by programme. The CUET may
find favour with students for it
might widen their academic choic-
es and save them the cost, the
hassle and the inconvenience of
attempting many different tests,
though they might realise later
that the Central Board of Secon-
dary Education-based test may
pose a huge disadvantage to an
overwhelmingly large number of
students from the State Boards.

Concerns about the quality of
the tests arising on account of the
autonomy, competence, credibili-
ty and expertise of the NTA (which
were pointed out so well in the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP)

2020), may also not find many tak-
ers as only a few central universi-
ties would be able to show the va-
lidity, the reliability and the
consistency of their own entrance
tests. The NTA may have faltered
in maintaining rigour, resulting in
the leakage of national level tests,
but universities too may not be
able to prove that they have been
very successful in having a fool-
proof system to design and con-
duct their own entrance tests.

The only large central universi-
ty that has been admitting stu-
dents on the basis of board marks
so far has had its share of troubles.
It has been criticised for fixing the
cutoffs at such absurd levels that
even those scoring centum were
unsure of joining a college or
course of their first choice.

Respecting autonomy

This is not to argue that the CUET
is the best method. World-class
universities and the countries in
which they are situated do not in-
sist on admitting students singu-
larly on the quantitative score of a
common test. Instead, respecting
the idea of academic autonomy,
they grant their faculty the free-
dom to evolve holistic criteria for
admission.

The NEP 2020 too while men-
tioning the need for ‘a common
principle for entrance examina-
tion’ had emphasised the point
that it should be done ‘with due re-
gard to the diversity and universi-
ty autonomy’. Further, the policy
mentions in no uncertain terms
that ‘it would be left to the indivi-
dual universities and colleges to
use NTA assessments for their
admissions’.

Since the world is yet to invent a

single best method of doing anyth-
ing, the best possible method
needs to be evolved through dis-
cussions, deliberations and in con-
sultation with the stakeholders. It
would have certainly been better,
and in good taste, had the UGC ta-
ken the universities into confi-
dence and given due considera-
tion to their concerns.

The centrally-funded technical
educational institutions, central
universities, and deemed universi-
ties, put together, account for a
mere 5.08% enrolment in higher
education. The  remainder,
94.92%, are in self-financed State
private and public funded State
universities, and their colleges.

As the UGC contemplates mak-
ing the CUET mandatory for ad-
mission in all higher educational
institutions across the country, it
must realise that the anxieties,
compulsions, concerns and reali-
ties of the State sector may be very
different. Besides, higher educa-
tion being in the concurrent list
and, thus, a joint responsibility of
the Union and State governments
warrants that the States are taken
into confidence before their insti-
tutions are subjected to a single
common entrance test.

Finally, regulatory reforms, in
particular the establishment of the
Higher Education Commission of
India (HECI), as prescribed by the
NEP 2020, need to be expedited,
as there is a built-in consultative
mechanism in the form of the Gen-
eral Education Council (GEC), for
the speedy and thoughtful imple-
mentation of the NEP.

Furqan Qamar is former Adviser
(Education) in the Planning Commission.
The views expressed are personal
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‘BrahMos sale to Philippines a bilateral deal

Envoy says though Russia was part of its development, its sale is a transaction between two countries

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

While the BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missile was a
joint development between
India and Russia, the sale of
the systems to the Philip-
pines was a transaction bet-
ween the two countries, and
India would be able to move
ahead on a “bilateral basis”,
Indian Ambassador to the
Philippines Shambhu Kuma-
ran has said, amid the global
developments following the
Russian war in Ukraine.

The Philippines was also
given a clarification on the
accidental BrahMos missile
launch recently.

“I did have an opportuni-
ty to speak to Philippines De-
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Defence deal: The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was a
joint development between India and Russia. =FiLe pHOTO

fence Secretary Delfin Lo-
renzana and our Ministry of
Defence has clarified...
There was a query and we
responded with the fact
there was no technical issue
as far as we could under-
stand it. There is an inquiry

under way, we will have that
cleared once the informa-
tion is available,” Mr. Kuma-
ran said.

Stating that the decision
to purchase it by Philippines
was a high political decision,
the Envoy said it was ena-

bled by a combination of fac-
tors, but driven by the politi-
cal understanding between
the two countries.

‘A frontline system’

Elaborating he said that the
first agreement was signed
only in March last year, a se-
cond agreement in Novem-
ber and the deal was signed
this January. “This is a fron-
tline system in the Indian de-
fence forces and the fact that
we are willing to share was
appreciated by the Philip-
pines,” Mr. Kumaran ex-
plained. “There is definitely
in terms of the Philippines
self-defence national securi-
ty requirements, a clear re-
quirement on the part of

their armed force of this
capability.”

To a question if China may
have an issue with the sale,
the envoy referred to a Phi-
lippines statement that it
saw it as a self-defence plat-
form and so he did not see
“how this can be a concern
in other capitals.”

Referring to interest from
the Philippines in acquiring
other defence equipment ,
he said discussions were on
for systems related to aeros-
pace and Navy. He said Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd. had
offered to do a technical
briefing on the indigenous
Light Combat Aircraft Tejas
and there was a “degree of
interest” from Manila.
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TPCC report endorses India’s
position on climate finance’

Climate change is a global action problem, says Bhupender

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

The Monday report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) en-
dorses India’s position on
the need for scale, scope
and speed in climate fi-
nance, Union Environment
Minister, Bhupender Yadav
said in a prepared statement
on Tuesday.

Limiting global warming
would require major transi-
tions in the energy sector
and would mean drastic re-
duction of fossil fuel use, wi-
despread electrification, im-
proved energy efficiency,
and the use of alternative
fuels, the authors of the stu-
dy warned.

“India firmly believes that
climate change is a global
collective action problem
that can be solved only

Bhupender Yadav

through international coop-
eration and multilateralism.
India will continue to be the
voice of ambition as well as
champion of equity on be-
half of developing coun-
tries,” Mr. Yadav said at an
event organised by the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) on minimising plas-
tic pollution.

The IPCC report focused
on mitigation, or what could

be done to reduce emissions
to keep the globe on track to
ensure that temperature did
not exceed over two degrees
Celsius — and strive to keep
it below 1.5 degrees Celsius —
by the end of the century.

Close to 80% of the total
carbon budget for ensuring
temperature did not exceed
1.5 degrees Celsius and 66%
of the carbon budget for pre-
venting an overshoot over 2
degrees Celsius had been
used up. Half the global pop-
ulation, the vast majority of
the developing world, was
responsible for only 14% of
global emissions, Mr. Yadav
noted.

“India believes that the
utilisation of resources must
be made on mindful and de-
liberate utilisation and not
mindless and destructive
consumption,” he added.
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I&B Ministry blocks 22
YouTube news channels

Four of them were run from Pakistan

DEVESH K. PANDEY
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting (I&B) has or-
dered the blocking of 22
YouTube-based news chan-
nels, four of which were be-
ing run from Pakistan and
the rest from India under
the IT Rules, 2021.

These channels had a
cumulative viewership of
about 262 crore and were be-
ing used to spread fake news
on sensitive issues relating to
national security and foreign
relations, I&B Minister Anu-
rag Singh Thakur said on
Tuesday.

Mr. Thakur said some of
them were spreading misin-

formation on the Ukraine-
Russia conflict, COVID-19 and
other issues that were direct-
ly impacting India. While all
the previously blocked 56
YouTube channels were from
Pakistan, the latest list com-
prises 18 from India.

This is the first time action
has been taken against In-
dian YouTube news publish-
ers since the notification of
the IT Rules, 2021.

Three Twitter accounts of
the blocked YouTube chan-
nels, a news website and its
Facebook account being op-
erated from Pakistan have
also been blocked.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10




General Studies Paper |

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from

A ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
B events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
E re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
F society
G | Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
H | Effects of globalization on Indian society;
| | Role of women and women'’s organization;
J | Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
K | Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
L bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
M | Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
N Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
O parts of the world (including India);
P | Population and associated issues;
Q | Urbanization, their problems and their remedies
General Studies Paper I
A | India and its neighbourhood- relations;
B | Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C | Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
D interests.
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
E and basic structure;
F | Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
G | federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
H Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges

and issues arising out of these;

Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and

Departments;
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J | Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
K Constitutional bodies;
L | Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
M vulnerable sections;
N | Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
o models, successes, limitations, and potential;
P | Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Q | Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
R of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
S and human resources;
T | Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper I
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
A and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
B growth;
C | Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
D | Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
E | Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
F irrigation systems;
G | Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H | e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
! limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India — scope and significance, location, upstream and
J downstream requirements, supply chain management;
K | Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices
L | Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;
M | Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N | Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O | Issues relating to intellectual property rights
P | Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Q | Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
R networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
S | Money-laundering and its prevention;
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Various forces and their mandate;

Security challenges and their management in border areas;

Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
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Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

Dimensions of ethics;

Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

Moral and political attitudes;
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Social influence and persuasion.

T

Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.

Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.

Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;

Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;

Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as

sources of ethical guidance;

Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

Corporate governance.

Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
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Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

(0]

Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

Case Studies on above issues.
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